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MYANCESTRY

GREAT-GRANDPARENTS

Avraham Yitzchak and Sarah Riva Masef
(My father’s mother’s parents)

Vitebsk, White Russia = America

Tailor - synagogue gabbai

TINOND

It had been many years since my fFirst visit with Rebbe
Moshe Mordechi z'l, where the Rebbe stood up full length
at the mention of this gi?eat-grandfather Z'l. The Rebbe
had looked up at the ceiling, stretched out his arms
upward, and cried out “ah, ah, ah"l.. and then sat down.

| later spoke about this unusual occurrence with the .'
most prominent of the Karliner Chassidim, Reb Zalman
Brizel Z1, who told me: “We know the Rebbe could see
neshamas. Your great-grandfather had accompanied
_y%ﬁa_ndlthe Rebbe stood up for him shdwing respect.

| He is your zechu»s\a\}os, which h'é”fp‘ed you to retum“t'o
- Yiddishkeit. You must find out more about him”.

| tried to no avail, until | decided to ask my late father
z'| one more time what he knew about his grandfather.
He recalled that he had been the gabbai of a shul in the
~ East Side of Manhattan. He said the family passed down
| that he had been a tailor, and he never once got angry.
‘_J He promised to write his cousin, Bea Andler . Maybe she
+ would remember something. She remembered that the
shul was on East 6th Street in the East Side.

I received my father’s letter with this hew information. .

The next day | went to work at Neve Simcha, and | noticed
a nurse, Gloria Mann, looking through a picture book of

old shuls on the East Side. She let me photocopy pictures
of three shuls on East 6th Street.




I sent this new finding to my father. He did not remember,
but he forwarded the pictures to his older brother, my
Uncle Bernie z'| who said excitedly pointing to one of

the pictures: “That’s it! That’s Zaide’s shul where ‘we had
our Bar Mitzvahs”.

One evening, Sarah Miriam and | went out to a health
restaurant, Alumah, to celebrate our anniversary.

We befriended the only other person in the restaurant,
besides the owner, Sarah. He was an older, American
bachur, Aaron Sidon. He later came to us several times
on Shabbos, and somehow the story about my lost,

great-grandfather came out.

Aaron left Israel to work in real estate in the US. He later
phoned us that he had found the zaide’s shul, and had
gone inside. He found zaide’s name on the walls of the
shul. One plaque said he was the first trustee (in Yiddish).
The second was on a large plaque with many names. His
was listed as having passed away on yud-tess kisley, the
day the Baal HaTanya was released twice from prison in
Russia. The Rebbe’s in-laws were from Vitebsk, where he
had written the sefer Tanya. The Masef’s were also from
Vitebsk, and it was striking that my great-grandfather
had passed away on the Rosh HaShana of Chassidus!

My Uncle now sent some old pictures of the family,
which he had just found in a trunk in the attic.

| sent a wedding invitation to Aaron Sidon for
Meshullam’s wedding. He did come, and he handed me a

folded pigce of paper. He instructed me to open it after
the chuppah.

Opening the paper, | was shocked to find my great-
grandfather’s death certificate. At the bottom was written
where he was buried.

A few days later Avraham Moshe and | arrived at the
gravesite. | gave way from emotion, and | fell on the grave
in tears of joy and gratitude: “Alte zaide you saved me!
Because of you | merited to become frum’til




R

oxwr AT A WA R



s

R —

PRI "R

b

'8

. TP
Iu 1|| N ]‘ e ba: P
I ‘ J
|
2 -
'
w28 o &
< . =4 P Wi L E 3

RIS MTY
WROITYR WIR

o




'r—
I 1913 T BN
: "Zonouoa of }5"4“&-&
/% 7 ”’///’.ZL o _@fz_w___,__, :
(-.!t‘:t;:: :e;‘nr‘iu‘lmin ;; f{::% o _o(é HESN % : :
hotet, hespital or oiber iie” SR AR .
t ipRINT FULL MN/ME. 6QWW =t it
i ST 15 DATE OF DEATH E X":’e e
¥ 5.,“ Huxou,,n RACE |6 AAPTIED, 2,‘/ : e 19.,33—'
| | 2/ '"72144 SeowoREED 2 % R (Monts) Iwyy | (Xoal
1 e tite L o wor-l Bb
Lﬂ/&‘—_____ S «w e th ) e il s T e pwuzlh;:
e Sk e | P et S
1 by FUSBAN & :
| % 2 : n be asceriat ‘
21 . DATE OF BIRTH .1~ ,«ﬁm{;—«-&f«/?& AL T ;"m,&ad the didea tdfrm.:?ctazz.l.,_A 10
S e g s e ST 5
43 . AcE . L':f- i::y o 4 Cc 193;4611}_64:1031 o, 19-“1
. 7} S : l,, nay | alice on the. -J‘Zday of . = e %
== o that death occurred on the dakdaudchmw s
E.}: 3 OCCUPATION D N (Iﬂd hat lym Of M was “‘_!dbm
7% .at Trade. prolession of G
;‘; aditi sar hind of wors. Sz “"51
n 3 151 C soeeal nature of -ty iry.
i :"‘ Du wnars of calabieh veil
& : whict syt ta- ‘w:ww ; & i Sl
é ; [ (:"“: :‘::ﬁsnuy\ c’c_,&/a‘ioc,.f{ &
l ‘ ﬂ 7 HS i oy (u) len"id iy L s R e et
£ (a)e, T ‘1 W) ‘/ o Base ¥ ,,,‘,-—0 "’f ok dura.tlon..,.ym-..a..‘f o iy,
’ -3 el L
| = 10 NAME OF o
]' i % e 7»"74 /%a,ul«” C‘?i‘f.?li‘.’ffi’y = Ly o :
= nmm‘mme Oeiiia? ... . St _....,.-—--...———--— Bt
i = & 1 e ,/204/9& - pesa e e g
s z fahas
q 3 E u&*’%'&‘%‘/ﬂé’é o - s _,__,,ddumnon,____yn...«.;,..mos. w;..
. 2-E | mATHeAE ?)
| A s | " T
# 2/ wir: £ imoieatha in hospit i
T i R R e I .
l -
l -~

12" prxs o7maAR M 5w 59vwd NTWN
[YVR1 1n1 72 2T ROND PR O7AR
11861-1933

|

n

|




m:b n’oﬁ , PD2V™ YA qxoxm 'wn

ST T g
- o e e,
(i Y eose

}_km"‘ "“E}»&

i
e

~

\\5-""- { o? \! -
L]




5

12 PRI 2PV "IN

'['IDJ"D 7ankh| ’3777.3

[ —

VIT00 faxn T .

3% .wgg YWRNT
NN20 (X327 K20
=1 PR OnnaR

.

v,qx“ﬁ“&fa‘ﬁiv*ﬁ‘

i

7125 °017 , 7030

P37 PIEIR? 1Y
.1913 'r)"D UD’N

N°727 MXIR2 ANONN Nrdw

R




A TS B s

S AEDY |

PY> OF7aR !

T

b"










3
i3

i

po—
N bt

| Mezeritcﬁ B | (= 7 o i — = |
Shul = e |

'j'&'*",:: B ——— §

&
e i

[FIRST ¢ GABAI

YTOR2 N2WTT NN OV WOw

WARTR =T X271 X320
W’UN SJUDWN

ﬁ’tﬂbxm ws_moﬁx

N

eatmem——




fmew et s wiulic SETEILE | LUIIIUTITY OF IsTael of the People of e
i 5 E h Street
Mezeritch ), 415 East 6th Street THE LOWER EAST SIDE |
NORTH SECTION i }
Houston to 14th Streets
OSynagogues
(@ Churches formerly synagogues
¥ T T ¥ T i
i E. 11 Sireet
| L
L}
!
E. 10 Street
=2 S ) T
1 :
" SR . 2, ! {' L g E QS
T o g 3 4 : lreet Tomphins
T Thacy Square
gl St. Marks Place Bt
/o ]
: E s
€ “E-7 Streer R A SR o
2} e @ ¢
3 b 2 l
[ n @ ©
ﬁ’ IS @ w @ Z <
E, 6 Street
E. 5 Street
E. 4 Street
! @yl

i PR

~ The Masef's
Great-Grandparents

From Vitebsk to the
East Side

Lbet N 37,

g ‘ 5 ; ) - > 2 : ’ = ‘L‘ 4
WUSIIYA SWAR PRI M7V oW 5y pigis Ipa



My Ancestry

{ Great-Grandparents

@;uraham Yitzchak and Sarah Riva Masef

My father’s mother’s parents)
Vitebsk, White Russia - Russia

Tailor - synagogue gabbai
[Lower East Side, Manhattan NYC]
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~Another small bl with 2 most attractive interior is the little-used Adas Yisroel —

Anshe Mezeritch synagogue ( Community of Israel of the People of Mezeritch) on

East 6th Street. The unusually narrow building has balconies which extend almost

f to the middle of the sanctuary, and through the intervening space, broad rays of

# light from two overhead skylights seem to focus on the Ark and on a large stained

| glass panel above it. The soft-yellow-colored panes of the two-story-high window
are crowned by an enormous Mogen David of red glass which seems to dominate

~ the entire room. Sadly, it is only a matter of time until this little gem, named for a
famous old center of Jewish learning in Poland, is added to the list of abandon.
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"My first visit at the gravesite
i of my holy Great Grandfather
Avraham Yitzchak Masove
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